ri                   PREFATORY  NOTE

forty years their house was the resort of the most interest-
ing characters in national public life. The first number of
The National Intelligencer appeared October 31, 1800,
and after conducting it successfully for a number of years
Mr. Smith sold it to Joseph Gales, Jr., who afterwards
associated with himself as editor, William W. Seaton. In
1813 President Madison appointed Mr. Smith the first
Commissioner of the Revenue of the Treasury Depart-
ment and on September 30, 1814, Secretary of the Treas-
ury ad interim. From 1809 to 1819 he was President of
the Bank of Washington and later President of the Wash-
ington branch Bank of the United States until the office
was abolished ten years before his death. Undoubtedly,
the success of his career was partly due to the assistance
given him by his talented wife.

Margaret Bayard was born, February 29, 1778, in
Philadelphia, the daughter of Colonel John Bayard, a
famous revolutionary officer, Speaker of the Pennsyl-
vania Assembly and member of the Continental Congress.
Colonel Bayard's nephew and adopted son was James A.
Bayard, a distinguished diplomat and Senator from Dela-
ware, and James A. Bayard's son, having the same
name, was also a Senator from Delaware, as was his
grandson, the late Thomas Francis Bayard. Margaret
Bayard was 22 years old when she married, and it was
inevitable that one who wrote so readily should eventu-*
ally print her pieces, and in due course she fell in with
Godey, Mrs. Sarah Josepha Hale, Anthony Bleecker,
J. Herrick and Miss Catherine Maria Sedgwick, and
from 1823 up to a few years before her death she
was an occasional contributor to the literature of the
day. For Godey's Lady's Book she wrote "Domestic
Sketches/' an account of Presidential Inaugurations and
a serial moral story printed in March, April and May,